Birds chirp; frogs croak; bees buzz:
and dogs bark. [ you have a dog chances are, its
going 10 bark every now and then and may even
whine or howl sometimes, Individual dogs may
bark for a variety of reasons, some good, some
bad. Dogs can bark for anention. They may
bark 1o communicate a need for food, water, or to
goout. Dogs may bark when excited, scared, or
frusiraied, Or,dogs can bark 1o signal 2 warning
or (0o 4t a5 an alarm

With all the difTerent types of barking
that can go o, its no wonder that barking can
somelimes pose a nuisance o neighbors and can
be i common prablem that both dog owners and
their neighbors are forced 1o contend with. In
mast jurisdictions, excessive barking is consid-
eredd a form of nmzance, for which the ownoer
may be fined, or even imprisoned if they fail w
tuke appropnate correciive action and allow the
barking (o cominue unabated. Below, the laws
regarding barking in Hawaiil are summariaed 10
alert bath the dog comner and their neighbors o
their nights and expeciastions under the law, fol-
lowed hy some suggestions w help stop un-
wanted barking and kesp the pewce,

In the City and County of Hopolulu,
barking is regulated under Honolula Revised Or-
dinance (HR.0.), § 7-23, which prohihits ani-
mal nuisances, as defined in section 7-2.2 of the
ordinance. Section 7-2.2, in um, provides, in
redevant part, that the following behavior consti-
tutes an animal miisance, when dons by any an-
imal, farm animal or pouliry
mizkes woise continususly and/or incessantly for
a period of fen minutes or indermitiently for onc-
half hour or more o the dismrhance of any per-
son at any time of day or mighl regandless of
whether the animal, farm animal or pouliry is
physically situated in or upon private propery;
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What to Do if Your Bark is as Bad as

(or Worse than) Your Bite
By Emily Gardner, Esg.

Barks, whines, howls, crows or cries or makes
any other unreasonable noise as describad in sec-
tion 7-2 4 of this article.

H.E.O. 7-2.4 (c) states that “noise 1%
unreasonable within the meaning of this article if
considering the nature and the circumstances,
surrounding the animal mnsance, including the
nafure of the locetion and the tme of day or
night. it interferes with reasonable individual or
group activities,..” Thus, on Caiw. it is consid-
ered a muisanee if your dog barks for ten munutes
constantly, thirty minutes intermittently. or in
such a way that it interferes with reasonable in-
dividual or group actvities. Sigmificantly, under
H.E.Q, & 7-2.3, it cannot be considerad a nui
sance if your dog barks because a person is tres
passing or threclening fo trespass on your
property, oF iF Someons 15 teasng or provoking
the dog.

If wour dog 15 suspected of creating a
ninsance, you could be cited for violating the an
imal mmsance laws. Citations can be issued by
either a police afficer or acounty animal control
ofhcer, If ened, the “suspect’s” owner 15 1e
quired 1o appear in court and formally respond
to the charges. Penaltiss under the laws include
a 350 fime for forst ime violations, with fines of
S100 - 51,000, and even possible imprisoniment
of up to 30 days for successive offenses.

The law n Mam County falls under
Mani County Code 6.04 040 (c), and is faicly
similar o the law on Oahu, althoush the tme a
dog must bark intermittently to qualify as a nui
sance 15 oply 20 mmutes. In Hawai County,
“noisy dogs™ are regulated under § 4-24 of the
County Code, with noise restrictions similar to
Maul, however, under § 4-23 (a] of the County
Code, any person who is disturbed by a noisy
dog has an affirmative doty © stiempt o notify
the dog's owner,

As the proceedings and penalties for
violating the animal nuisznce ordinance can
quickly become a nuisance themselves, it is best
to try and control your dog’s barking if you at all
suspect it may be becoming a nuisance to thoss
around you. This requires that the owners tike
an honest and objective look, or, in this case lig
t2n, to what their dogs are doing, and when they
are doing it,

In order 1o best control your dop's
barking, it's imporiant to try and determine the
cause. Barking is oflen caused by a dog being
lomely, bored, frustrated, or fnghtened. A well
exercised, well-socialised, happy dog is much

morne likely to sleep all day while you are mod
home than a dog with a lot of pent ap cocrey or
anxiety. One of the casiest ways to alleviate up-
wanted barking is simply by making a point to
spend time plaving with, training and exercising
vour dog,

If wou feel vour dog’s barking 15 due
maore to frustration from seeing strangers or other
dogs walking by vour property, try erecting a
wall or barrier that blocks vour deg's view of the
strect, If you keep your dog inside, try closing
the drapes when you are not home, [F you bre
home amd vour dog barks upon hesnng a
stranger approaching, an amumal nearby, a car
door closing, or the like. your dog may be at-
tempting to wamn you of a potential danger, In
this case, cnee you have determened that there is
no causa for alamm, try calming the dog and dis
traching 1t by effering 1t reats or engaging the
dog in & game of catch or other preferred behav
ior. [f yvou remain calm, the dog is more likelv to
become calm end stop barking.

It goes without saying thal 15 alzo
important 1o ensure your dog is provided with
adequate amounts of all the pecessities such
food, water, 1oys, and shelter that has ample ven
tilation and a placa to-avoid the sun and other el
ements. If your dog barks constantly because it
wanis to go "out,” considar instzlling a doggie
door, so 1t can let itzelf out when it feels the urge,
without notifying the entire neighborhood.

It you find you are unable to effec
tively control vour dog's barking by any of the
above methods, consider professional traming ar
a machanical devise such as a bark collar, There
are several different types of collars available in-
cleding those that emit citrus spray (citronella),
an ulirasonic sound, a vibration, or a slight elec-
trical shock, Couns often consider actions own-
¢rs have tzken to try and control excessive
barking when sentencing repeat offenders,

Lastly, keeping [he peace in yOUr
neighborhood can mean a lot more than effec
tively controlling your dog’s unwanted barking.
Its pust as important to be a good neighbor who
i5 considerate of the n2eds of those who live
nearby and receptive to solving a potentiz] prob
lzm before it rises to the nuisance level.
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