Hawaii is a rabies free state. Imporia-
tion of dogs, cas and other carnivores into
Hawaii is govemned by Chapter 4-29 of the State
of Hawail, Department of Agriculture (“DOA™)
Administrative Rules, This law savs that these
animals are required o complete a 120-day con-
finement in the State Animal Quarantine Station.
Thankiully, the lww was recently changed such
that animals may qualify for a 30-day or new 5-
day or less quarantine il specific pre-arrival and
post-armrival requirements are mei, Below, an ai-
tempt will be made to demysify the mtionale be-
hind Hawaii's quaraniine rules and simplify the
recent]y amended requirements for entry,

FPutting the Rules in Perspective

Hawan has elected o follow 8 modi-
fied version of the robies quarantine standards
adopted by the Intemational Office of Epizooties
{OIE), or World Orgamzation for Animal Health,
The OIE calls upon rabies free countries to have
cenain entry requirements for amimals onginat-
ing from countries considered to be infected,
These basically include: 1) rabres vaccinations;
2) & serum blood test o show that the rabies vac-
cine was effective; 3) a quaranting period fol-
lowing & successful serum blood test of at least
3 months but not more than 24 months prior to
entry; and 4} some sort of permanent identifica
tion, preferably & micro-chip to show that the an-
imal seeking entry was in fact that animal that
wis vaccinated, serum tested and quarantined.
A current health certificate from a licensed vel-
erinarian attesung o the health, vaccination sta-
tus and scrum testing status of the animal is also
required. (See QIE Terrestrial Animal Health
Code, 2006, Aricle 2.2.5.5)

Hawan requires the OIE-FAVN sero
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logical test, which was developed in France, The
QIE-FAVN test is used to confirm a “sucocssful”
vaccination, demonstrated by the presence of an

tibodies to the rabies virus. Interestingly, the
OIE-FAVN test is unable to determine whether
the presence of serum antibodies is due to stim-
ulated immunity from a rabics vaccine or cxpo-
sure to netural infection. This is why a
quaranting perind 15 also required following a
successful test result {presumably, 1o be com-
pletely certain serum antibodies are doe to the
vaccine), Fecent diagrostic advances hove re

portedly been made which may help differentinte
vaccinated animals from those exposed to the
virus naturally. (See OIE International Confer-
ence on the Control of Infectious Animal Dis

eases by Vaccination, Buenos Aires, April 2004,
Conclusions and Recommendations) Perhaps
these advances could soon lead to a reduction in
the required quarantine periods.

Hawaii currently requires & minimum
quaranting period of 4 monthsf120 days follow
ing & suecessful serum blood test. To date, the
only laboratory in the United States able to per-
form the OIE-FAVIN serological test is located
at the University of Kansas (although the De-
pariment of Defense has a lab that will parform
the test for members of the U.S. military.)

Eniry Requirements for Pets Originating
Ouisice Hawaibi

The DOA has the following entry re-
quirements for dogs and cats originating from
outside the State of Hawaii in order 1o aveoid
QuEkrAnCine:

1} Two (2) rabies vaccinations in the
animal’s Lifetime. The twa vaccinabions must
have been administered more than 90 days apar.
In addition, the most recent vaccination must be
administerad at least 90 days prior 1o the pet's
arrival in Hawaii, but not more (han | year for a
|-vear rabies vaccine, or, at least 90 days prior o
the pet’s arrival in Hawail, but not more than 3
vears for a 3.year rabies vaccine, This s in
gure that the vaccine is effective and has not ex-
pired upon entry;

2] Implantation of an electrome micro
chip;

3] A OIE-FAVN serum antibody test.
A passing antibody test muost be obtainsd at least
120 days before the ammal’s arrival 1n Hawaii.
The test resull must show a serum antibody titer
greater than or equal o 0.5 1U/ml, and include

the pet’s ¢lectronic micro-chip number, A pass-
ing test is good for 3 years; AND

4) A health certificate, in English,
which was completed no more than 14 duys prior
1o the anirmal's arrival in Hawaii which includes
a) the pabies vaccine name, b and senal number,
booster imterval, vaccination date and  expira-
tion date; b) a statenvent that the animal is pest-
free and has been treated for ticks  with  a
product containing Fipronil no more than 14
days prior to the animal’s arrival in Hawaii,
Orniginal rabics vaccination certificates must also
be presenied upon entry.

Failure 1o fully comply with the above
reguirements will result in your pet being sub-
ject to quaranting in the State facility, It is espe-
cially important to allow cnough time for a
minimum 120 day waiting period after your pet
has passed its OIE-FAVN antibody test. Animals
arriving in Hawaii prior to the completion of the
120 waiting period will be quarantined for the
remainder of the 120-day waiting period,

It is also important to recogmize that as
of this writing, no exceptions are made for pup-
pics or Kittens. Thus, a puppy or kitten originat-
ing from a non-rabics free country will likely be
at least 9 months of age prior toentenng Hawi
withoul quarantine

Re-Entry Requirements for Pets Originating
in Hawaii

Pet owners wishing 1o travel with their
pets outside the State of Hawan are subjpect (o the
following requirements in order 1o avoid their
animals being guarantined upon re-eniry:

1) Two (2) rabies vaccinations i the
animal's lifetime. The two vaccinatiens must
have been administered more than 90 days apan
In addition, the most recent vaccination must be
pdministered at least 14 days prior o the pars
departure from Hawail, but not more than ] year
for a 1-year rabies vaccine, or, a1 least 14 days
prior 1o the pet’s deparmure from Hawaii, but not
more than 3 years for 4 3-vear rabies vaccine.

2) Implaniation of an electronic micro-
chip;

Iy A OLE-FAVN serum anbibody test
A passing anbbody test must be oblained at least
14 days before departing from Hawan, The test
result must show a serum antibody titer greater
than or equal to 0.5 [Ufml, and include the pet's
electronic micro-chip number. A passing test is
good for 3 years,
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4) A health certificate issued by your
veterinarian in Hawail which contains your pet’s
Hawail address and date of deparfure [rom
Hawaii, in addition to original copies of rabies
vacoimnation certificates and OTE-FAVYMN test re-
sull.

Exceplions for Pets Originating from Rahies-
Free Countries and Service Animals

The Hawail DOA considers the British
Isles, Australia, Guam and New Zealand 1o be
“rabies free ™ It is important to recognize that
there is no one universally agreed upon list of ra-
hies free countmies. Each country (or state) has
its own criteria for determining which countries
andior territonies it considers (o be rabies free.

Dogs and cats may enter Hawaii di-
recily from these countries as long as they are
shipped in sealed containers and are accompa-
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mied by health certificates, affidavits of the
owner stating that the animal has not been oue-
side the country of orgin in the preceding six
months, as well as an affidavit from the airline
captain that the animal was transported in ons
aircraft and was not off-loaded (unless transpont
to another aincrafl was necessary).

There are also exceprions mads for
service animals traveling with people with dis-
abilities.

Anyone mnsidcrjng traveling with
pets 0 or from Hawaii should consult the
“Hawaii Rabies Quaoranting I[nformation
Erochure™ published by the DOA for a complets
list of entry requirements. This is srongly mee-
ommended to reduce the possibility of any un-
pleasant surprises at the afrport upon your arrival

in Hawaii,

While the DOA is certainly to be com-
mended for their recent effons 1 relax the quar-
sntine laws, hopefully it will continue to
examinge the rules with an aim wwards applying
sound science to its risk management decisions
and reducing the time pers must be kept away
from thewr families.

To read the Hawail Department of
Agriculture’s Brochure on quarantine go to
wiww hawaii.gov/hdoa/aifagsinfo and click on
the link o “Hawaii Rabies Quarantine informa-
tion Brouchure,

Emify Gardner is an attorngy special-
izing in animal law, In addiffon fo her law de-
gree, Emily holds an M3, in zoology. For help
with animal-related legal isswes, contact her of-
fice ar 735 Bishop Street,, Suite 416, Honoluln,
HI 96813, Tel: (808) 540-0200 or at wwiv.ani-
mallmwhawaii com.
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