I's summenime— the time of year
when many of us cagerly embark on our much
covolad vacatons, Living in Hawaii can prosem
special challenpes 10 pet owmcrs, bocause more
oflen than not, i s nol practical of possible o
bring our belowed furry fnends along for the
mde. What s the cammng and respossible pet
owner o doT Below are some tips For both pet
owners and pet sitters 10 help ensure that Fido is
properly caned for while you are ofl enpoying
your much deserved RER,

The first ip 5 an obvious ome, but
cannot be pverstated. Find s rellable, respoa-
sible party to care for your pet(s). He sure the
individimal or entaty is comfortshle around ami.
mals—¢especaally youars—and that they are will-
ing and able o provide the type of care you
request For your pots

Pat all terms and conditions
regarding the care of yoar pel(s) in writing.
People ofien hesstate o do this, particularly
when dealing with friends or neighbors, but a
umnitien agrooment will protect the inlerests of
both partscx, and provide gusdance about what
o do il emergencies arise. A well-drafiod agroe-
ment Tor lemporary care of pets should i lsade
all of the following:

1. The legal Omner(s) of the pots) 1o
be carcd for, and their current addness and <on-
Lact informmation

2. The name(s) of all Pet(s) covered

ander the Agroement;

3. The breedishspevics of all Pets
coverod usder the Agroement;

4. The age and gender of all Pets ¢onv-
erod under the Agmeement;

5, The license and mecrochsp nusnber
of all Pets covered under the Agreement,
6. The mame of the Caregiver under
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the Agreement, and their current sddress and
contact information;

T. A detniled stasement regarding the
services the Caregiver will provide. This may
include a statement 1o the effect that the
Caregiver agrees to care for the Pets as provid-
od berein until they are returned 10 the Ommer:
the Caregiver agross 1o roply 1o the Owner's
inquirics about the Pets; the Carcgiver agrees o
notify the Owner of changes of address and
tebephone mumber of Caregiver; and, the
Carcgiver agrees 1o retum the Pets 10 the owner
Lo roguacs

Included within this detailod stabe-
ment shoald be a provisson whach defines what
the Ommer and the Carctaker mutually wnder-
stand “Care”™ to ischade. For exvample, you may
want 1o sisic somcthing abong the lincs of the
folloming: “Under this Agrecmsent, “Care” shall
include provideng Pots with adequate food,
water and shehier, grving reasonahle ationtion 1o
Pet’s health, safety and groomung, i addilion 1o
carryeng oul the Ffolloweng spocial imstneg-
Thons:, ..~

In terms of speceal enstructions, the
Owner should address all special neads of the
Pets sach s those relatng to adminisienng
medications, special dictary necds and restng-
tioms, special handlimg or restraing concems
(e.g Emstructions 1o nod allow ofl-leash or oul-
doors). You should also clode mstructions
about what to do in the event of an emer-
goncy—who to comtact, their contact informa-
tion as well & that of your velerinanan. In the
detailed statement, it's better 1o be over-anclu-
sive, than under-inclusive, w0 avoid any mesun-
derstandings that could arise:

B A statement about how and when
the Owner agrees bo compensate the Carcgiver;

9. A statement wherein the Owmner
authorizes the Carcgiver 1o sock appropriale
medical treatmend on behall of Pets, as may be
reasomably roguired by carcunmstances;

10 A statement wheran the Owner
authorizes the Carcgner o nuke ressonable
decivions  regardeng Care and  Velenmary
Services, and consents o the Caregiver’s rea-
sonable deg s, scts snd omisssons

1. A stmiement wheresn the Owner
agrees W pay the Categiver of the Velerinary
Service peoveder for all professional fees and
conts of treatment provided, within & cortsin

persad of ime from the ume the services werng
provided, and up 0 a stased smount ;

12. A stmtement which asthorizes the
cuthanasia of a Pet if it becomes gravely ingured
or ill and cuthanasia &5 recommended by the
treatimg Vetorinanas;

13, A stmiement wherein the Ouner
reprcsents that the Pets have mo known discases
or parasites that can be transmatted 1o bamans
of olther animals, or one which accuratcly
describes any known discascs or parasiles;

14, A staiement that the Owner shall
remain the camer of the Pets and be entatled o
wie cslody of the Pots at sach time the Owner
desares. However, Ihe Oraner may nod interfere
with the Care of the Pots whike they are in the
custasdy of the Carcgiver;

15, A statemend as 10 the expociod
period of ime the Carclaker s 10 provide care
for the Owner s Pets, and what shoukd be done
o tha e pened noads w0 be shontened or
lengthenad for asy reason;

I6. A statemsent that the Carctaker
agrees that the Owner shall pot be hable if the
Pets cause the Carctaker o sustam inpanes of
loscs, unbess (e injunes ane caused by a dan-
gerous propensily of the Pets (whether known
or umknown to the Caregiver); and

IT. A statemnent that the Agreement
replaces or supersedes all prior asthonzations
and agreements between the pamics and s not
valid unbess signed by both partics

All of this may scem a bit dasnting,
but, it"s betser to plan for the unexpecied, than
to waid until something happens and be pul in
the position of wishing that you had
Remember, the purpose of the Agreement is 1o
protect the mmtorests and lsmit the labilites of
both partics. As an Owner, you have a respon-
sshility to a Caretaker 1o disclose all damgerous
propemsstics and special neods of your Pets as
well a8 your expectalions relating 1o their care.
As a Carctaker. you kave an obligation 1o com-
ply with the standard of Care agrood apon in the
Agreement, and o &1 as 3 “reasonable porseon™
in performisg your dutes under the Agrecmen

This applics even il you are acting as a voban-
ey of wilthou! compermation.  The abowe are
gencml gusdclings for an agrecment for the lom-
porary care of your pets. 11 you have speilic
ooncerns, you should comder contacting an
atiomey foe advice,
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